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Greetings from the Governor. 


I am glad of the opportunity to transmit 
a word of greeting to the Librarians of 
Iowa for nobody appreciates more deeply 
than I the effective service they are ren- 
dering to the people of the state. I have 
been for years profoundly interested in 
the library movement and I experience 
increasing pride in my membership on 
the Board of Trustees at Albia. I extend 
the cordial compliments of the season to 
all those engaged in the work, ‘and I wish 
for them a New Year of prosperity and 


usefulness. 
N. E. KENDALL, 
Governor of Iowa. 











President’s Address at the Ames Meet- 
ing of The Iowa Library Asso- 
ciation, October, 1921. 


By Mr. C. W. Sumner, Librarian, Sioux City Public 
Library. 





Thirty-one years ago the Iowa Li- 


brary Association had its beginning in 
what was then called the Iowa Library 





Society. It was organized for a pur- 
pose, and that purpose written briefly 
and clearly into its constitution then, 
remains the same today, and challenges 
our most thoughtful consideration. 

Iowa was the second state to have an 
organization of this kind, New York 
being the first. Behind the lowa Li- 
brary Association are traditions, his- 
tory and a record of achievement in li- 
brary development and progress of 
which the state may feel justly proud. 
To those of us who are engaged in 
library work today in the state, a rich 
heritage has been left in the traditions 
and history of the past. Would that 
we all might, at the beginning of this 
thirty-first Annual Conference, now as- 
sembled, catch some of the spirit of the 
pioneers of the, Iowa Library Associa- 
tion whose wisdom, foresight, hard 
work and indomitable spirit placed 
Iowa in the foreranks of states in mat- 
ters of library progress and develop- 
ment two decades agv. I repeat, would 
that we might catch some of the spirit 
of those pioneers that we might be bet- 
ter able to solve some of the problems 
and meet some of the needs that lie be- 
fore us! Will we continue longer to 
rest on the laurels of the past or set 
about to do something today? 

What are some of these problems and 
needs from thhe standpoint of both the 
Iowa Library Association and library 
activities in general in the state? 

Regardless of whether you may or 
may not agree with the interpretation 
made by your president, he will at least 
be true to the truth as it is given him to 

















see, and speak clearly and frankly the 
thoughts that are on his mind and heart. 

There is still, much work to be done 
in Iowa. If this work is to be accom- 
plished, the Iowa Library Association 
must become a larger and more aggres- 
Sive organization. This association is 
the one all inclusive organization of 
library workers and those interested in 
library development in the state, and 
its purpose and responsibility is ‘‘To 
promote the library interests of the 
State of Iowa.’’ Only an association 
strong in numbers, aggressive in pur- 
pose, knowing definitely what should 
be done in the interests of library de- 
velopment, committed to a definite and 
constructive program and presenting a 
united front to the end that this pro- 
gram be accomplished, can fulfill this 
responsibility and accomplish this work. 

In a strong, aggressive association 
is to be found the key to the solution 
of the problem of securing some much 
needed library legislation in Iowa, con- 
spicuous among which is a new county 
library law similar to those now in ef- 
fect in Indiana, Kansas, Missouri, and 
other states. 

The Iowa Library Association may 
have the best legislative committee that 
it is possible to obtain (and no State 
association has a better one than Iowa) 
but without a strong, aggressive State 
Library Association having carefully 
considered and definitely decided in 
advance as to what is needed in the 
way of library legislation, working as 
a unit with whole-hearted co-operation 
and support of the Library Commission, 
backing up the legislative committee of 
the association, without this concerted 
effort, I say, that there can be no hope 
of securing any library legislation, at 
the hands of the next legislature, the 
next or the next. Not only does it de- 
volve upon this association as an or- 
ganization to work, and work hard in 
behalf of its legislative program, but it 
devolves upon each and every member 
of the association to put his or her 
shoulder to the wheel, and the larger 
the association from the standpoint of 


members, the more strength it will be! 
able to wield. 

There are other, important , reasons! 
why we should have a greater Iowa Li- 
brary Association. In the first place 
all the library workers of the state 
need the help and the inspiration that 
should be afforded by the Iowa Library 
Association. Every trustee, every l- 
brarian and every assistant in the state 
purely as a matter of professional in- 
terest, should belong to the Iowa Li- 
brary Association. Any trustee, any 
librarian or any assistant in Iowa that 
does not have sufficient professional 
interest in the work of this association 
and the purpose for which it exists to 
identify himself or herself with this or- 
ganization at the very nominal mem- 
bership fee of $1, is not worthy of the 
library position that he or she holds. 
Is there in fact a valid excuse for any 
trustee, librarian or assistant in Iowa 
not to belong to the state organization 
which has for its purpose the promo- 
tion of: library interests of the state? 
Believing this to be true, nevertheless, 
it is a matter of deep concern to this 
association to see to it, that in all its, 
programs and activities it offers such 
veal helpfulness as to make membership 
in this association really worth while.) 

Can it be possible that the reason that) 
we have so few library trustees en- 
rolled in the association is because it. 
is not offering sufficient help and in-) 
spiration to the trustees? If this be; 
true, and it will do no harm to assume 
that it is true, let us make every — 
to change the situation. There are to-! 
day 1,002 library trustees in the state 
of Iowa. Only a comparatively few of 
this number belong to the Iowa Li-) 
brary Association. Is there not food. 
for thought in these facts? This situ- 
ation is due in part we believe to the 
fact that the matter of joining the as- 
sociation has not heretofore been sys- 
tematically and properly presented and 
urged upon the trustees of the state, 
and in part, we fear to the fact that 
the association has not made its work 
sufficieatly interesting and offered suf- 
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ficient helpfulness to attract any large 
number of these trustees to its mem- 
bership. 

We know, of course, that library trus- 
tees are active, busy men and women, 
yet giving freely of their time and ef- 
forts in the interest of their libraries 
and the advancement of library work. 
In the nature of things it is not al- 
ways possible for them to attend state 
meetings and take as active a part in 
library affairs as it is for librarians 
whose profession and sole business is 
eoncerned with library matters. Due 
allowance must be made because of 
these facts. However, every reason- 
able effort should be made on our part 
to enlist the active participation of as 
many trustees as possible in the affairs 
of this association if the association 
is to be able to accomplish its greatest 
work. 

Therefore, I wish to raise the ques- 
tion here: Would not the formation 
of a regular Trustee Section within the 
association help solve the problem both 
from the standpoint of the trustees and 
the librarians? The members of this 
association need the help, the counsel 
and the personal touch of the library 
trustees of the state. Membership and 
active interest in the work of the asso- 
ciation would be helpful to all trustees. 
Trustees have their own peculiar prob- 
lems. With a Trustee Section the 
members could ‘then formulate their 
own program and study. their own prob- 
lems, and by having their meeting at 
the time of the Round Table discussions 
they would be able to attend the gen- 
eral sessions ‘and take part in the de- 
liberation of the association. As this 
is one of the matters to be discussed at 
the Trustees’ Round Table, may we of- 
fer the suggestion and voice the hope 
that the trustees in attendance at this 
thirty-first annual meeting will decide 
to constitute themselves into an in- 
formal body and meet regularly here- 
after as a Section of the Iowa Library 
Association? 

There is another important reason 
why the association needs every new 





member it can secure. It is a fact that 
the funds derived from the membership 
fees on the present basis of $1 per mem- 
ber, are not sufficient to enable the as- 
sociation to carry on its ordinary work 
and activities handicapped for the lack 
of funds. Such a situation should not 
be allowed to longer exist. ‘ Doubtless 
it will be remedied to some extent if the 
association adopts the report of the 
special committee on dues, which will be 
presented later at this conference. 

It is because of these various consid- 
erations that I have outlined to you that 
a state-wide campaign for new mem- 
bers for the Iowa Library Association 
was launched at the spring district 
meetings this year. The campaign had 
for its purpose also the recruiting of as 
many new members as possible for the 
American Library Association. Follow- 
ing the announcement at the district 
meetings and the appeal made in the 
Quarterly, the President sent three let- 
ters during the course of the summer; 
one to all members of the association 
urging their co-operation and efforts in 
the matter of recruiting new members; 
one to all the librarians in the state sug- 
gesting the duty it was theirs to per- 
form; the third to all the library trus- 
tees in the state, numbering 1,002, in- 
viting them to join the association, if 
not already a member. While the mem- 
bership of the association has mate- 
rially increased, the results of these ef- 
forts have not been altogether satisfac- 
tory. The conclusion must be drawn 
that the librarians upon whom largely 
rest the responsibility of presenting this 
matter to their trustees and staff, have 
not in many cases given this important 
work the consideration that it deserves. 
Will the librarians of Iowa remain con- 
tent to live on the reputation of the 
past, or resolve to bring to a successful 
conclusion this one hundred per cent 
membership campaign in the interests 
of a real service rendered and a Greater 
Iowa Library Association. 

From the beginning the Iowa Library 


Association has been the most vital fac-. 


tor in library progress in the state. 























Without it there would have been no 
Library Commission, no broad library 
legislation and very little progress. It 
is to be hoped that the association will 
take up this membership campaign 
through its new officers or a special 
committee and by intensive work, vig- 
orously push the matter to a successful 
conclusion. One hundred per cent 
membership means that the librarian 
and her assistants belong, that the li- 
brary has an institutional membership 
and that every trustee is enrolled on 
the list of members. Is it too much to 
expect that each and every library in 
the state of Iowa should qualify in this 
one hundred per cent membership 
drive? If a few libraries can do it 
why not all? One of our very smallest 
libraries only recently sent in eleven 
new members representing the library, 
librarian and all members of its board 
of trustees. Librarians should feel no 
timidity in presenting this matter to 
their trustees. Any board of trustees 
eannot but feel increased respect for 
their librarian if she presents this mat- 
ter and urges one hundred per cent 
membership on the part of her library 
and board. 

Passing from the consideration of 
some of the problems and needs of the 
association, I wish to call your atten- 
tion briefly to one or two considera- 
tions which vitally concern every li- 
brary today. 

The library is not unlike other insti- 
tutions in that it is passing through a 
period of depression and re-adjustment. 
Reports are coming in that many li- 
braries throughout the country are suf- 
fering decreased appropriations. This 
of course, will work a severe hardship 
upon libraries as their funds have 
never been adequate to the demands 
that are made upon them. Library 
revenues in many cases have been woe- 
fully insufficient, in too many cases 
librarians have been underpaid and 
overworked, but the present is not the 
time for agitation and complaint. The 
situation, while most regrettable should 





not be too discouraging. There is a 
better day ahead for libraries. In the 
meantime it is encumbent on every li- 
brarian and every board of trustees to 
get the largest possible return from 
every library dollar expended. While 
libraries have always compared very 


favorably with other departments’of the © 


city government in the returns derived 
from their expenditures and in the way 
they have given the taxpayer his 
money’s worth, in a time of depression 
like the present, with funds limited, it 
is highly important that these funds be 
expended to the greatest possible ad- 
vantage. Now is the time for all of us 
concerned with the administration of 
libraries to take inventory of the situ- 
ation and see if there is any possible 
opportunity for further co-ordination of 
the work which would bring about a re- 
duction of operating costs, thereby pro- 
vide more funds for book purchases and 
service to the public. Increased econ- 
omy of operation and increased effici- 
ency of public service should be the 
policy. There is room for improye- 
ment in all things. 


And what about certification and 
standardization of libraries. Impor- 
tant? Yes, and. destined to come in 
time but. they are not problems of im- 
mediate and pressing importance and 
need not give concern to any efficient 
and progressive librarian who is con- 
scientiously endeavoring to perform 
her duty. Iowa was one of the first 
states to adopt a plan of certification. 
This was a step in the right direction. 
Even though there may be room for 
improvements in the plan itself, the 
Iowa plan is a voluntary plan and has 
not yet been legalized. Before certifi- 
cation is legalized in Iowa it is the re- 
sponsibility of the Iowa Library Asso- 
ciation to make sure that such a plan 
is broad, liberal and just, and will actu- 
ally raise professional standards. Suffi- 
cient time and opportunity to benefit 


from the experience of other states — 


operating under legalized certification 
coupled with much careful considera- 














tion on the part of this association 
should precede any further commit- 
ment of the Iowa Library Association 
along this line. 

I have but briefly touched upon a 
few of the many ways that the Iowa 

- Library Association can become a 
greater power for good in the interest 
of library development in the state. 
Progress is necessarily slow and it is 
better to attempt a little at a time and 
stay with it until accomplished than to 
undertake too extensive a program and 
fail. The Iowa Library Association 
should adopt a definite program of 
work and follow it through to a suc- 
cessful conclusion. 

Criticism, unless constructive, is of 
little value. There is no good but 
rather positive injury to be derived 
from the kind of eriticism that ema- 
nates from the small, disgruntled min- 
ority whose only thought is that of 
their own selfish interests and the fear 
that they are not going to be able to 
grind their own little axes. Many or- 
ganizations, professional and otherwise 
are handicapped to more or less extent 
by this type of criticism. State and 
national library associations are not al- 
ways immune. With these self ap- 
pointed crities everything is wrong in 
the library world that has not received 
their stamp of approval. This associa- 
tion is concerned only in suggestions 
of a constructive character. There is 
no place in the Iowa Library Associa- 
tion for any other kind of criticism. 

In conclusion then, and by way of 
summary, I wish to offer the following 
definite recommendations for the con- 
sideration of this association : 

First: That the Iowa Library Asso- 
ciation adopt a definite plan or pro- 
gram of work to be vigorously pursued 
‘until such plan or program skall have 
been accomplished. 

Seeond: That this plan should in- 
clude, among other activities: 

(1) A vigorous and intensive cam- 
paign that shall bring to a successful 

conclusion as speedily as possible the 

















one hundred per cent membership cam- . 
paign. 

(2) Approval of the plan and active 
support of the association in bringing 
about the establishment of a permanent, 
though informal Trustee’s Section with- 
in the Iowa Library Association. 

(3) The appointment of a special 
committee to make a careful survey of 
all existing county library laws in- 
cluding recent ones passed in Missouri, 
Kansas and other states, with instruc- 
tions to report and recommend to this 
association at the next annual meeting 
such changes in the Iowa law as it 
deems wise and best. 

(4) That when the Iowa Library 
Association shall have given its ap- 
proval to any proposed legislation, it 
brings the full force of its power and 
influence, both as an organization and 
through its individual members behind 
its Legislative Committee to the end 
that such legislation may be enacted 
into law. 

(5) That when a new county li- 
brary law is enacted the Iowa Library 
Association shall direct systematic and 
intensive effort toward securing opera- 
tion of the law and its benefits through- 
out the state of Iowa. 

All of which is respectfully submit- 
ted. 


IOWA LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 
Ames Meeting 


The thirty-first annual meeting of 
the Iowa Library Association convened 
in the assembly hall of the Agricultural 
Building of the Iowa State College at 
Ames on October 12, 1921. The total 
attendance was 192, of which 151 were 
librarians, 28 trustees, and 13 visitors. 
This is a little in excess of last year 
though the number of trustees is not 
quite as large. The college faculty, 
college library staff, public library trus- 
tees and staff, and the citizens of Ames 
did all in their power to make the 
meeting an enjoyable one and suc- 
ceeded eminently. 
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- In the absence of Dr. Pearson, the 
welcome address in behalf of the \col- 
lege was given by Professor Byers, 
Dean of the Division of Brgimecring, 
who briefly outlined the departments of 
the college and the work which the 
college is doing, speaking also of the 
library building which is soon to be 
erected. Mr. Johnson Brigham re- 
sponded in his usual felicitous manner. 

The reading of the minutes of the 
previous meeting was omitted but a 
brief report of the treasurer given, after 
which the secretary of the Iowa Li- 
brary Commission gave her report, sug- 
gesting as the most important matters 
for our attention at the present time. 

1. ‘*The dissemination of informa- 
tion and the creation of interest in 
county libraries which shall make a tax 
therefor possible in many counties 
when taxes do not look as large as they 
do at the present time.’’ 

2. ‘‘The adoption and putting into 
effect of a school library program 
which shall define the relations of pub- 
lic and school libraries and give us a 
plan for pushing the school libraries of 
the state to a condition approximating 
that held by our public libraries.’ 

The president’s address by Mr. C. W. 
Sumner followed (printed elsewhere in 
this number). 

On motion of Miss Robinson, the sec- 
retary was instructed to send greetings 
of the Iowa Library Association to the 
Wisconsin Library Association and the 
Illinois Library Association, then in ses- 
sion at Milwaukee and Urbana, and the 
Iowa Parent-Teachers Association meet- 
ing at Mason City. 

After the adjournment of the after- 
noon session, Tea was served in the 
Domestic Science rooms by the staff 
of the College Library. 

Wednesday evening the visiting li- 
brarians were the guests of the Faculty 
Women’s Club at a reception at the 
‘‘Farmhouse’’ the home of Dean and 
Mrs. Curtis. This is the oldest build- 
ing on the grounds. An enjoyable 
program of music and readings was 
given and light refreshments served. 
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B. Noble of the Iowa State College gave 
an address on ‘‘Stepping Stones to Lit- 
erary Taste.’’ (Printed in this num- 
ber.) 

Miss Rose A. O’Connor, Hospital Li- 
brarian of the Sioux City Publie Li- 
brary followed with an address on 
‘‘Hospital Library Work’’ which 
served to interest all in this subject. 
This will also appear later. 

In a symposium on the question 
“Why Belong to the Iowa Library As- 
sociation?’’ Mr. J. J. Grove of Ames 
spoke from the standpoint of a trustee. 
Miss E. Joanna Hagey of Cedar Rapids, 
from the standpoint of a librarian, and 
Miss Eleanor Moody of Keokuk, as an 
assistant. 

Round Tables followed, the accounts 
of which will be printed later. At the 
opening of the session the following 
committees were appointed to report 
later. 

Nominating—Miss Marie C. Braee, 
Waterloo; Miss Callie Wieder, Mar- 
shalltown; Miss Mary E. MeCoy, In- 
dianola. 

Legislative—Mr. W. F. Riley, Des 
Moines; Mr. F. F. Dawley, Cedar Rap- 


ids; Mr. Wm. Orr, Clarinda; Mrs, A. 
J. Barkley, Boone. 

Resolutions—Miss Grace Shellen- 
berger, Davenport; Mrs. Irving C. 


Johnson, Oskaloosa; Miss Marion C. 
Manley, Sioux City. 

Before the close the secretary was 
instructed to send greetings to Mr. W. 
P. Payne, long connected with library 
work in Towa, and then seriously ill at 
his home in Nevada. 

At the afternoon session the film 
**Library Work with Children in the 
Devastated Regions of France’’ was 
shown, by Mr. Frederick G. Melcher, 
who spoke interestingly on the subject. 
The address of Miss Mary Emogene 
Hazeltine, preceptor of the Wisconsin 
Library School, on ‘‘A Shelf of Books 
and What Can Be Done With Them” 
was one of the most helpful and enjoy- 
able features of the program but unfor- 
tunately cannot be reproduced in the 


On Thursday’ morning Professor A, ~ 
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‘Quarterly as much of it ¢ame extempor- 
aneously from the speaker’s experience. 
The inspiration given in this address 
will long remain with the librarians pres- 


ent. 
Miss Mary E. Wheelock of the Des 


Moines Public Library followed with 
a talk on ‘‘Problems of Binding and 
Repairing.’’ This will appear later in 
the Quarterly. 

The book discussior on fiction was 
led by Miss Helen E. Allen of Onawa, 
on non-fiction by Miss Grace D. Rose, 
of Des Moines, who also called to her 
aid in book reviews, Miss Callie Wieder 
if Marshalltown on ‘‘ Books on the Gov- 
ernment.’’ Miss Lydia Barrette of 
Mason City on ‘‘Star-points’’ by Mrs. 
Richards; Miss Clara L. Abernethy on 
‘“‘Back to Methusaleh’’ by Bernard 
Shaw; Miss Mae C. Anders on ‘‘The 
Next War’’ by Irwin; and Miss Rob- 
inson on ‘‘Mirrorgs of Washington.”’ 

The hour was so late that discussion 
of the two other groups of books was 
postponed to the morning session. 

The evening meeting was held in the 
city high school auditorium in connec- 
tion with a city audience. At this 
time Miss Zona Gale delighted all with 
readings from ‘‘Peace in Friendship 
Village.’’ At this entertainment the 
‘ibrarians were the guests of the Col- 
lege Faculty. 

On Friday morning the book diseus- 
sions were continued by a talk on ‘‘Re- 
cent Reference Books’’ by Miss May 
Clark of Dubuque. The paper on 
“Children’s Books and Reading’’ by 
Mrs. Gertrude Haley was omitted for 
lack of time. 

Miss Maria C. Manley, Secretary of 
the Library Workers’ Association spoke 
on ‘‘Education and Training for Li- 
brary Work.’’ This was followed by 
a general. discussion. 

The address of the morning was 
given by Mr. Carl H. Milam, Secretary 
of the Iowa Library Association on 
“County Libraries’’ after which busi- 
ness was taken up and reports of the 
committees on Certification, Legislation 
and Dues were given. 





The changes recommended by the 
Board of Certification were adopted as 
indicated on the sheets mailed to all 
librarians. On account of the small 
number present, the action on the re- 
port of the Committee on Dues was post- 
poned and the committee continued. 

The change in the method of affilia- 
tion of state association with the Am- 
erican Library Association as reported 
in the last number of the Quarterly 
was then presented and the necessary 
step to such affiliation authorized in 
the appointment of a committee of ten, 
the election of the President and First 
Vice President as delegate and alter- 
nate, and instructions to the Treasurer 
to pay the necessary dues when the pre- 
liminaries had been complied with. 

The committee on affiliation since ap- 
pointed by Mr. Riley consists of: 

Mr. Johnson Brigham, Chairman, 
Des Moines; Mr. C. W. Sumner, Sioux 
City; Miss Julia A. Robinson, Des 
Moines ; Miss Grace Shellenberger, Dav- 
enport; Miss Grace D. Rose, Des 
Moines; Mrs. Cora Poor Millard, Bur- 
lington; Miss Maria C. Brace, Water- 
loo; Miss Joanna Hagey, Cedar Rapids; 
Miss Vera M, Dixon, Des Moines; Miss 
Jane E. Roberts, Iowa City. 

A communication was read from the 
Missouri Library Association, suggest- 
ing a joint meeting of the state library 
associations of Missouri, Kansas, Ne- 
braska and Iowa, to be held in St. 
Joseph, Missouri, in 1922 to take the 
place of the annual state meetings for 
that year. 

Inasmuch as so many of the librar- 
ians had been obliged to leave, on mo- 
tion of Mrs. Johnson, of Oskaloosa, it 
was voted to refer the subject to the 
Executive Board of the Iowa Library 
Association, decision to be deferred un- 
til after the spring district meetings 
that the librarians might have oppor- 
tunity to express their wishes. 

The resolutions presented by the 
Resolutions Committee were adopted 
and included recommendations to the 
Legislative Committee to work for the 
repeal of the law requiring an inven- 
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tory from public libraries to the new 
Executive Board; for the consideration 
of the recommendations in the presi- 
dent’s address; a message to President 
Harding expressing a desire for the suc- 
cess of the disarmament conference and 
expressions of thanks to the people of 
Ames for their entertainment and hos- 
pitality and to the officers of the asso- 
ciation for the excellent program pro- 
vided. 

The preliminary report of the Nom- 
inating Committee having been made 
on Thursday afternoon, the final re- 
port was now given and the following 
officers elected for the year. 

President—Mr. W. F. Riley, Des 
Moines. 

First Vice President—Miss Grace 
Shellenberger, Davenport. 

Second Vice President—Mrs. E. W. 
Stanton, Ames. 

Secretary—Miss Mary E. McCoy, In- 
dianola. 

Treasurer—Miss Mae C. Anders, Des 
Moines. 

Registrar—Miss Annie Allen, Mason 
City. 

Member Board of Certification—Mrs. 
Bertha Baird Bailey, Mason City. 

A large number of the librarians left 


early in the day, but those remaining © 


for the afternoon were given the pleas- 
ure of a Tea at the home of Mrs. Alfred 


H. Munn. 


Senior High School List 

The Senior High School List issued 
by the Iowa Library Commission in co- 
operation with the Iowa Association 
of English Teachers will be ready for 
distribution early in the new year. 
Copies may be secured from the Com- 
mission office. 


Book by Former Iowa Librarian. 

Miss Katherine Peirce, formerly li- 
brarian at Marion, is the author of a 
volume of verse having the Bible story 
of Isaac and Rebekah as a foundation. 
Miss Peirce is now assistant librarian 
at Visalia, California. 





TASTE.* 


A. B. Noble, Department of English, 
Iowa State College, Ames, lowa. 


Helping pupils to distinguish a good 
book from a poor book is an important 
service—one that comes directly to 
librarians and teachers of English. If 
pupils are interested in trash, how ean 
we lead them to appreciate something 
better? What test have we for de- 
termining what is better? 

The test I propose is the classifica- 
tion made by Professor Brander -Mat- 
thews’, who has pointed out four stages 
in the development of fiction: first, the 
impossible, as in ‘‘The Arabian 
Nights’’; second, the improbable, as in 
Cooper and Dumas; third, the probable, 
as in Balzac and Thackeray; and 
fourth, the inevitable, as in Hawthorne 
and George Eliot. This classification 
is based on a single fundamental prin- 
ciple—truth. For our immediate pur- 
pose this division is very suggestive 
and helpful. Dr. Holmes? said that 
while the child is at first attracted to 
the lie, he soon learns to prefer the 
truth. Few lessons are more impor- 
tant; the future of the youth depends 
in large measure upon his ability to 
perceive truth and to use it. On a per- 
ception and knowledge of the truth he 
must base his future suecess; without a 
knowledge of truth, there is no endur- 
ing progress for the individual or for 
a nation. Whenever we help our pupils 
to distinguish between falsehood and 
truth we shall render them a real sery- 
ice. The fundamental objection to 
most trashy fiction is that it is untrue. 


Mathematics and the physical and | 


natural sciences train pupils to observe, 
to think, to see distinctions; literature 
will serve the same end—if we train 


pupils to think as they read. More- — 


over, literature deals with human prob- 
lems and relations, topics not touched 
by the sciences but of vital importanee 


*Read at the Ames Meeting of the I. L. A. 
October, 1921. 

1“On Pleasing the Taste of the Public,” in 
“Aspects of Fiction.” p. 63-4. be 
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to human welfare. Woe be to us as 
teachers if we tolerate loose thinking 
on problems involving human relations! 

To be specific, let us consider one re- 
cent book, very popular with young 
people—‘Tarzan of the Apes.’’ Pub- 
lished in 1914, it was continued by an- 
other Tarzan book each year for five 
years. On these books have been based 
three motion pictures, each a ‘‘thrill- 
er.’ This paper concerns the first 
book only. 

Tarzan was born of English parents 
in a jungle of West Africa. After the 
death of his parents the day he was a 
year old, he was suckled and reared by 
a chimpanzee. With a devoted ape for 
a foster mather, Tarzan of course de- 
veloped into a superman, ‘‘fully as 
strong as the average man of thirty, 
and far more agile than the most prac- 
ticed athlete ever becomes. And day 
by day his strength was increasing—. 
He could spring twenty feet across 
space at the dizzy heights of the forest 
top and grasp with unerring precision 
and without apparent jar a limb wav- 
ing wildly in the path of an approach- 
ing tornado.’’ Can anybody who stops 
to think believe such bosh? With a 
rope which he taught himself how to 
weave out of jungle grass, and which 
he taught himself how to cast as a lasso, 
(what a genius he was!) he caught wild 
boars, panthers, lions, chimpanzees, 
black men, hung them from the limb of 
a tree, and with his father’s knife, 
stabbed his defenseless victims to the 
heart. Im&ginegggm stealing through 
the tree tops, dropping a noose over the 
head of an unsuspecting lion, and while 
standing on the precarious footing of a 
limb, pulling a lion weighing from 
three hundred to four hundred pounds 
into mid air, tying one end of the rope 
about the truuk or the tree, and de- 
seending leisurely to the ground, to 
finish the poor beast with a single stab 
of his father’s knife. Is it permitted 


‘to wonder what the lion was doing 


after the noose settled about his neck 
—the lion with four feet on the’ ground 
and Tarzan bracing’ himself for . this 


unique pulling contest on the limb of a 
tree? If the king of beasts should be 
strong enough to jerk the limb when 
he tugged on the rope, what would 
probably happen to Tarzan? But as 
excited readers are supposed to gulp 
the whole tale down without stopping 
to think or daring to ask a question, 
probability may of course be utterly 
disregarded. Once when a fierce lion 
was pushing in through the window of 
the hut built by farzan’s father, and 
just about to seize a beautiful young 
woman, Tarzan, having neither lasso 
nor knife at hand, grabbed the huge 
beast by the tail, pulled him back 
through the window, jumped on his 
back, and—necessity being in ‘Africa, 
also, the mother gf invention—passed 
his arms under the forelegs of the lion, 
clasped his hands on the back of the 
lion’s neck, and—so marvelous was 
Tarzan’s strength or so weak the lion’s 
neck—slowly bent the head forward 
and broke the poor beast’s neck. How 
fortunate that Tarzan discovered the 
wrestler’s ‘‘full Nelson’’ just in the 
nick of time! Would that impertinent 
fellow from Missouri dare to ask what 
the fool lion was doing all this time? 

Once, on a wager, Tarzan went, 
naked and alone at night, into a tn- 
familiar jungle, stalked his lion, las- 
soed and killed him, threw him on his 
shoulder, climbed the nearest tree, 
raced through the treetops with the 
lion on his back—lions are probably 
very light when one gets them into 
treetops—and won the wager, all in 
an hour. If Tarzan is to be left at 
large in Africa, the lions had better 
apply for cages in Ringling’s menag- 
erie. No safety for a lion in a jungle 
when Tarzan is on the job! 

As naturally befits this superb super- 
man, easy master of the king of beasts, 
he is a tender lover. Finding a beau- 
tiful maiden lost in the jungle and just 
about to be devoured by a lion, he 
snatches her away, runs up a tree with 
the maiden pressed close to his breast, 
races through the treetops, lays her 
down tenderly, and with the very soul 
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of chivalry protects her from all harm. 
Just at first, of course, the dear girl is 
frightened, but after the first moment 
she recognizes the nobility of his soul 
and trusts him completely. To show 
that such feats are as possible in 
America as in an African jungle, the 
author brings her back to Baltimore, 
her home, then sends her to a Wisconsin 
forest, where suddenly she finds herself 

ntirely surrounded by a raging forest 
fire. But there need be no alarm for 
her safety; Tarzan has followed her, 
and what could be simpler than for him 
to cross the fire zone through the tree- 
tops—in a Wisconsin forest fire, con- 
trary to its usual custom, does not leap 
upward, I suppose—descends to her 
side—he knows by intuition just where 
she is—and carry her to safety through 
the treetops. What did the flaming 
fire think of this most unprecedented 
rescue ? 

For librarians and teachers of Eng- 
lish it is easy to see that Tarzan is ut- 
terly preposterous, mere bosh. But how 
can we make our pupils see this? Sim- 
ply by asking them to think as they 
read. Suppose we ask them to analyze 
‘t according to the classification made 
by Brander Matthews. What intelli- 
gent youngster could fail to see that it 
consists almost solely of the improbable 
and the impossible? We are poor teach- 
ers if we cannot lead our pupils to see 
how utterly impossible are the events, 
and how unreal the hero. 

We might ask our pupils to consider 
the descriptive details, and report 
whether they are clear or vague, def- 
inite or indefinite. Kipling’s rhyme 
might help: 

*‘T keep six honest serving men 

(They taught me all I knew) : 

Their names are What and Why and 

‘' When 

And How and Where and Who.”’ 

Consider a few examples: ‘‘He 
could drop twenty feet at a stretch 
from limb to limb in rapid descent to 
the ground, or he could gain the utmost 
pinnacle of the loftiest tropical giant 
with the ease and swiftness of a squir- 


rel.’’ But how? Being a man he does 
not have the feet of a squirrel or of a 
monkey. Having dropped twenty feet, 
—twenty feet!—how does he secure 
himself on the new limb before he drops 
again to the next? Do jungle trees 
have limbs conveniently arranged in 
perpendicular succession, like the rungs 
of a ladder? Are there no intervening 
limbs, no gaps of more than twenty 
feet, which even Tarzan dare not at- 
tempt? 

‘He took to the trees. . . . He 
came, quietly above the unsuspecting 
beast and silently stalked him.’’ Moy- 
ing through the treetops fast enough 
to get ahead of the lion, and yet going 
‘*quietly,’’ ‘‘silently’’! ‘‘The quick 
noose settled and tightened above the 
tawny throat,’’—Tarzan made fast the 
end to a strong branch.’’ Oh, yes, of 
course, but how? 

When Kipling tells us about Rikki- 
Tikki-Tari’s attacking Nag, the big 
black Cobra, he describes just how Nag 
was lying, just where Rikki struck 
him, and why he struck him there, and 
then what a furious shaking and bat- 
tering Rikki received, how doggedly 
he held on, and how dizzy, aching, and 
shaken-to-pieces he felt when it was all 
over. From that single short story in 
the ‘‘Second Jungle Book’’ students 
may get more real information about 
jungle animals than in all of ‘‘ Tarzan.” 
Although in Kipling’s stories there is a 
large imaginative element, the basis is 
truth, fidelity to actual traits in the 
varidus animals, and the @ictures are 
definite, distinet, and clear. 


not make our pupils see how vastly 
superior is Kipling. If we can get them 
to read the Jungle Books and other 
animal stories by Kipling, such as 
‘‘Nobi Guj—Mutineer’’ and ‘‘Plain 
Tales’’ and ‘‘ Mine Own People,’’ there 
is little danger that they will ever 
again. care for ‘‘Tarzan’’ or any other 
book of that type. 

As a composition exercise we might 
ask them after reading Mark Twain’s 
‘‘Fenimore Cooper’s Literary Offerses”’ 





Again we 
are poor teachers of English if we can- 
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to satirize something in ‘‘Tarzan’’ after 
the same fashion. Bright youngsters 
with a gleam of humor would relish 
such an exercise. One could hardly 
find better opportunities for satire. 
Roosevelt’s ‘‘African Game Trails’’ 
will furnish details about the actual 
killing of lions. Let them read that 
and then whet their satirical dagger 
for Tarzan. The youngster that 
wouldn’t enjoy such an exercise has 
either no imagination or no sense of 
humor. Even the dullards ought to 
succeed at this task. Perhaps ‘‘ African 
Game Trails’’ might lead on to ‘‘ Hunt- 
ing Trips of a Ranchman’’ and ‘‘The 
Winning of the West.’’ If so, a taste 
that began with ‘‘Tarzan’’ would end 
in something worth while. 


Other opportunities for satire 
abound: the rope which Tarzan wove 
out of jungle grass, a rope strong 
enough to hold a lion and yet small 
enough, smooth enough, flexible enough 
to be used as a lasso—made by Tarzan 
who had never seen a rope and who 
had no machinery to prepare the fibre 
before weaving it into a rope; the whet- 
stone—a mere flat stone picked up in 
the jungle, smooth enough to put a 
razor edge on a butcherknife. With 
this knife he killed innumerable lions 
and with it he shaved! And having 
found his father’s books, including a 
child’s primer, he taught himself how 
to read and write—although he had 
never heard a word of the English lan- 
guage. Clearly this relegates to ob- 
livion Poe’s deciphering of the ‘‘Gold 
Bug’’ cryptograph. It should be re- 
membered, however, that Poe explained 
the whole process. 


Another profitable assignment might 
be a comparison of ‘‘Tarzan’’ with 
good dog stories, such as ‘‘Greyfriars 
Bobby,’’ ‘‘Rab and His Friends,’’ ‘‘A 
Dog’s Tale,’’ ‘‘The Call of the Wild,’’ 
“The Bar Sinister,’’ and John Muir’s 
splendid ‘‘Stickeen.’’ Several of these, 
especially the last three have action, 
thrill, suspense, climax. It should be 
easy for any teacher to make pupils 


realize how superior these stories are to 
**Tarzan.’’ 

Probably, however, the attraction of 
Tarsan is not so much in jungle condi- 
tions or in animal life, as in action, 
stirring events. If so, it may be com- 
pared with any one of many novels and 
romances that abound in action. Every 
teacher of English knows dozens of 
such books, the poorest of which is 
doubtless far superior to ‘‘Tarzan,’’ 
It would be idle to attempt to make a 
list. But let me name one which I hap- 
pen to have read recently—‘The Pa- 
trol of the Sun Dance Trail’’ by Ralph 
Connor. This book has stirring action, 
thrills, heroism, idealism. It also has 
suspense and climax, which ‘‘Tarzan’’ 
lacks. Its background is historical. 
The events are clearly possible, even 
probable, and the characters are con- 
sistent and natural. Such a book is in- 
structive, and its influence elevating. 
As soon as pupils come to know such 
books, ‘‘Tarzan’’ and books like it will 
cease to be attractive. 

In the last analysis books of the 
Tarzan type are simply literary dram- 
shops, intoxicating their readers while 
they linger there, and weakening their 
power to reflect and to reason. To ac- 
cept as truth such bosh as ‘‘Tarzan’’ 
is to cease to think; and to cease to 
think is to cease to grow. One who in- 
dulges frequently in such literary in- 
toxicants is likely to consider the daily 
routine dull and uninteresting, likely to 
neglect daily tasks and duties, likely 
to seek pleasure not in the actual world 
about him, but rather in an imagined, 
impossible world of thrills and mar- 
vels. Let no one consider that books 
like ‘‘Tarzan’’ are harmless. They tend 
to make their admirers incapable of 
continuous mental effort. As Anna B. 
McMahan says, ‘‘Literary dissipation, 
like physical intoxication, can,end only 
in degeneracy.’’ Similarly, Franklin 
K. Matthews, Chief Scout Librarian of 
the Boy Scouts of America, says that 
those who read habitually ‘‘this mile- 
a-minute fiction with its inflammable 
tales of improbable adventure’’ these 























**thrillers with no moral purpose and 
no real intelligence’ have ‘‘their 
brains blown out.’’ 

It is not enough to help our pupils 
to see that ‘‘Tarzan’’ thrillers are 
trash ; we should develop an interest in 
books that deal with real life, real con- 
ditions, real people. Books of the 
Ralph Connor, Roosevelt, Kipling type 
inform the mind by presenting actual 
conditions, by showing human actions 
and reactions as in real life. One who 
fills his mental treasury with pictures 
of noble men and pure women, meeting 
the strains and shocks of life with 
courage, strength, and devotion thereby 
prepares himself for a similar service. 

All life is developed from within. 
*‘Out of the heart are the issues of 
life.’’ Character grows from ideals; 
or, as some one has put it, ‘‘Character 
is eaught by contagion.’’ One may 
eatch this contagion from a friend; one 
may also catch it from a book—a biog- 
raphy, a drama, a poem, a novel. A 
novel true to life may easily convey 
this contagion of fine character and 
high ideals. To imbibe high ideals 
from books is therefore to prepare one- 
self for right conduct. 
that conduct is three-fourths of life, 
then books that nurture high ideals 
and prepare for right conduct are 
among our priceless possessions. But 
no such benefit comes to any reader ex- 
cept as he thinks and discriminates. If 
he loves ‘‘Tarzan’’ and dreams of ‘‘ Tar- 
zan’’ his fate is sealed. * 

We are nourished, not by marvels 
and lies, which lead us nowhere, but 
by realities, the things that surround 
us daily, and which; if we are to suc- 
ceed, we must understand. In the daily 
round of things commonplace the 
thinker, the genius, develops his power. 
Darias Green’s dream of a flying ma- 
chine, because the dream had no basis 
in physical laws, ended in disillusion- 
ment and broken shins; the Wright 
brothers, by mastering certain laws of 
physics, developed a machine that 
really flies, and the world is benefited 
by their thinking. " 


If it be true 





After years of incessant effort and 
much sacrifice: by strong devoted men 
and women who understood better than 
did others the truth about intoxicating 
liquor, the world seems about to be 
freed from this evil. Are we librarians 
and teachers of English, who probably 
understand better than do others the 
truth about intoxicating books, nerved 
to wage unceasing warfare against the 
literary dramshops of today? 

When we have led our pupils to prize 
truth, we may then lead them on to 
works of constructive imagination and 
of beauty. ‘‘Tarzan’’ has imagination 
without truth, and hence leads to 
nothing. The fantastic career of Peer 
Gynt resulted from an over developed 
imagination and an unwillingness to 
face facts. Although Peer realized at 
times that his imaginings were mere 
lies, he had played with them so long 
that he could not shake them off. In 
contrast with Peer’s wild, freakish 
imagination we might ask our pupils 
to consider a constructive imagination, 
anticipating and pointing the way toa 
real achievement. For example, in the 
field of scientific invention, Jules 
Verne’s ‘‘20,000 Leagues Under the 


*Sea,’’ once denounced as im j 
> 


but now realized in the submarine, 
Also in the realm of social welfare, Sir 
Walter Besant’s ‘‘ All Sorts and Condi- 
tions of ,Men,’’ a dream which Arnold 
Toynbee declared to be too good not 
to be true, and which he set to work 
to realize in the People’s Palace of 
Pleasure, erected in the slums of Lon 
don to serve the end imaginatively de 
scribed by the novelist. From this first 
People’s Palace have come social set 
tlements in all the great cities of West 
ern Europe and America, and also m 
many smaller cities, such as 

Moines. Such imaginings as Verne’ 
and Besant’s are constructive and pro 
phetic, because they are based.on truth. 


Forerunning every great accomplish 
ment is a vision: a vision, then a bridgé, 
a steam engine, a telephone, a wireless 
telegraph; a vision of something better 
in government, then the Constitution of 
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the United States, preparing the way 
for a great nation. But if a vision is 
ever to be realized it must have a solid 
foundation in truth and it must be 
worked out with mastery of detail. 

If the pupils now under our guid- 
ance are to help solve the problems of 
the coming day they must be able not 
only to observe, to discriminate, to com- 
pare and classify, but also to construct: 
to construct visions of better machines, 
better schools, better churches, better 
social and industrial methods, better 
systems of government, better world re- 
lations. To this end the books they 
read should be based on truth and 
should develop the imagination and di- 
rect it along constructive lines. Liter- 
ature contains many books of this char- 
acter. As teachers we shall not have 
rendered the service we ought to ren- 
der until we have trained our pupils to 
appreciate not ‘‘Tarzan of the ‘Apes,”’ 
but books of truth and of rich, imagina- 
tive power, such as those of Hawthorne, 
George Eliot and Shakespeare. 

When we have helped our pupils to 
plant their feet firmly, first on the step- 
ping-stone of truth, and then on the 
stepping-stone of imagination, they will 
find it easy to reach the stepping-stone 
of beauty; for insensibly a passion for 
truth and a quick, constructive imag- 
ination lead on to beauty. And the 
trinity of truth, imagination, and 
beauty will conduct them to the goal 
of correct taste, even though they 
started at Tarzanville. 





Iowa Summer Library School Reunion. 


The annual meeting of the Society 
of the Iowa Summer Library School 
was held at the Sheldon-Munn Hotel, 
Thursday, October 13th, with Miss 


Walpole in the chair, In the absence 
of Miss MeQuaid the minutes of the 
previous meeting wer@ read by Miss 
Stevens and were approved. About 
thirty were in attendance. The report 
of the treasurer was omitted except for 
a brief statement of the finances of the 
year, showing $29.00 in the treasury. 


Greetings were sent to Miss Tyler, 
Miss Watts and Miss Roberts. 

Names presented by the Nominating 
Committee for officers for the coming 
year resulted in the election of: 

Miss Kittie B. Freed, Ames, Presi- 
dent, 

Miss Grace Hanson, Odebolt, Vice 
President, 

Miss Sadie R. Stevens, Carroll, See- 
retary. 





Prize for Historical Essay. 

In order to stimulate a greater in- 
terest in American History, and to en- 
courage a more accurate knowledge of 
the life and character of Washington, 


Mrs. Horace M. Towner offers a first 


and second prize for the best essays on 
‘‘George Washington and Mount Ver- 
non’’ written by an Iowa high school 
pupil. The essays must not be more 
than two thousand words in length, 
must be typewritten, and must be sent 
to the office of the Iowa Library Com- 
mission, Historical Building, Des 
Moines, not later than April, 1922. The 
name of the writer, age and year in 
school must accompany the essay. The 
first prize will be ten dollars, and the 
second a set of books. Mrs. Towner is 
the Vice Regent for lowa of the Mount 
Vernon Ladies Association, an organiz- 
ation of women who saved and re- 
stored Mount Vernon, the home and 
tomb of Washington, that it might not 
be lost to the people of the United 
States. 





Sand Tarts 
(Served at Library Staff Tea at Ames) 


One-half cup butter, 1 cup sugar, 1 egg, 
1% cups flour, 2 teaspoons baking powder, 
white 1 egg, blanched almonds, 1 table- 
spoon sugar, % teaspoon cinnamon. 

Cream the butter, add sugar gradually, 
and egg well beaten; then add flour mixed 
and sifted with baking powder. Chill, toss 
one-half mixture on a floured board, and 
roll one-eighth inch thick. Shape with a 
doughnut cutter. Brush over with white 
of egg, and sprinkle with sugar mixed 
with cinnamon. Split almonds and ar- 
range three halves on each at equal dis- 
tance. Place on a buttered sheet, and 
bake. 
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‘“‘thrillers with no moral purpose and 
no real intelligence’ have ‘‘their 
brains blown out.’’ 

It is not enough to help our pupils 
to see that ‘‘Tarzan’’ thrillers are 
trash; we should develop an interest in 
books that deal with real life, real con- 
ditions, real people. Books of the 
Ralph Connor, Roosevelt, Kipling type 
inform the mind by presenting actual 
conditions, by showing human actions 
and reactions as in real life. One who 
fills his mental treasury with pictures 
of noble men and pure women, meeting 
the strains and ‘shocks of life with 
courage, strength, and devotion thereby 
prepares himself for a similar service. 


All life is developed from within. 
‘‘Out of the heart are the issues of 
life.’”’ Character grows from ideals; 
or, as some one has put it, ‘‘Character 
igs eaught by contagion.’’ One may 
eatch this contagion from a friend; one 
may also catch it from a book—a biog- 
raphy, a drama, a poem, a novel. A 
novel true to life may easily convey 
this contagion of fine character and 
high ideals. To imbibe high ideals 
from books is therefore to prepare one- 
self for right conduct. 
that conduct is three-fourths of life, 
then books that nurture high ideals 
and prepare for right conduct are 
among our priceless possessions. But 
no such benefit comes to any reader ex- 
cept as he thinks and discriminates. If 
he loves ‘‘Tarzan’’ and dreams of ‘‘ Tar- 
zan’’ his fate is sealed. ‘* 

We are nourished, not by marvels 
and lies, which lead us nowhere, but 
by realities, the things that surround 
us daily, and which; if we are to suc- 
ceed, we must understand. In the daily 
round of things commonplace the 
thinker, the genius, develops his power. 
Darias Green’s dream of a flying ma- 
chine, because the dream had no basis 
in physical laws, ended in disillusion- 
ment and broken shins; the Wright 
brothers, by mastering certain laws of 
physics, developed a machine that 
really flies, and the world is someine 
by their thinking. 


If it be true 
‘Sea,”’ 


After years of incessant effort and 
much sacrifice: by strong devoted men 
and women who understood better than 
did others the truth about intoxicating 
liquor, the world seems about to be 
freed from this evil. Are we librarians 
and teachers of English, who probably 
understand better than do others the 
truth about intoxicating books, nerved 
to wage unceasing warfare against the 
literary dramshops of today? 

When we have led our pupils to prize 
truth, we may then lead them on to 
works of constructive imagination and 
of beauty. ‘‘Tarzan’’ has imagination 
without truth, and hence leads to 
nothing. The fantastic career of Peer 
Gynt resulted from an over developed 
imagination and an unwillingness to 
face facts. Although Peer realized at 
times that his imaginings were mere 
lies, he had played with them so long 
that he could not shake them off. In 
contrast with Peer’s wild, freakish 
imagination we might ask our pupils 
to consider a constructive imagination, 
anticipating and pointing the way toa 
real aehievement. For example, in the 
field of ‘scientific invention, Jules 
Verne’s ‘‘20,000 Leagues Under the 
once denounced as impossible, 
but now realized in the submarine, 
Also in the realm of social welfare, Sit 
Walter Besant’s ‘‘ All Sorts and Condi- 
tions of ,;Men,’’ a dream which Arnold 
Toynbee declared to be too good not 
to be true, and which he set to work 
to realize in the People’s Palace of 
Pleasure, erected in the slums of Lon 
don to serve the end imaginatively de 
scribed by the novelist. From this first 
People’s Palace have come social set 
tlements in all the great cities of West 
ern Europe and America, and also 
many smaller cities, such as 


Moines. Such imaginings as Vernes 


and Besant’s are constructive and pro 
phetic, because they are based-on truth. 


Forerunning every great accomplish 
ment is a vision: a vision, then a bridge, 

a steam engine, a telephone, a wireless 
telegraph ; a vision of something better 
in government, then the Constitution 
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the United States, preparing the way 
for a great nation. But if a vision is 
ever to be realized it must have a solid 
foundation in truth and it must be 
worked out with mastery of detail. 

If the pupils now under our guid- 
ance are to help solve the problems of 
the coming day they must be able not 
only to observe, to discriminate, to com- 
pare and classify, but also to construct: 
to construct visions of better machines, 
better schools, better churches, better 
social and industrial methods, better 
systems of government, better world re- 
lations. To this end the books they 
read should be based on truth and 
should develop the imagination and di- 
rect it along constructive lines. Liter- 
ature contains many books of this char- 
acter. As teachers we shall not have 
rendered the service we ought to ren- 
der until we have trained our pupils to 
appreciate not ‘‘Tarzan of the Apes,’’ 
but books of truth and of rich, imagina- 
tive power, such as those of Hawthorne, 
George Eliot and Shakespeare. 

When we have helped our pupils to 
plant their feet firmly, first on the step- 
ping-stone of truth, and then on the 
stepping-stone of imagination, they will 
find it easy to reach the stepping-stone 
of beauty; for insensibly a passion for 
truth and a quick, constructive imag- 
ination lead on to beauty. And the 
trinity of truth, imagination, and 
beauty will conduct them to the goal 
of correct taste, even though they 
started at Tarzanville. 





Iowa Summer Library School Reunion. 


The annual meeting of the Society 
of the Iowa Summer Library School 
was held at the Sheldon-Munn Hotel, 
Thursday, October 13th, with Miss 


Walpole in the chair, In the absence 
of Miss MeQuaid the minutes of the 
previous meeting wer@ read by Miss 
Stevens and were approved. About 
thirty were in attendance. The report 
of the treasurer was omitted except for 
& brief statement of the finances of the 
year, showing $29.00 in the treasury. 


Greetings were sent to Miss Tyler, 
Miss Watts and Miss Roberts. 

Names presented by the Nominating 
Committee for officers for the coming 
year resulted in the election of: 

Miss Kittie B. Freed, Ames, Presi- 
dent, 

Miss Grace Hanson, Odebolt, Vice 
President, 

Miss Sadie R. Stevens, Carroll, See- 
retary. 


Prize for Historical Essay. 

In order to stimulate a greater in- 
terest in American History, and to en- 
courage a more accurate knowledge of 
the life and character of Washington, 





Mrs. Horace M. Towner offers a first 
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and second prize for the best essays on 
‘*George Washington and Mount Ver- 
non’’ written by an Iowa high school 
pupil. The essays must not be more 
than two thousand words in length, 
must be typewritten, and must be sent 
to the office of the Iowa Library Com- 
mission, Historical Building, Des 
Moines, not later than April, 1922. The 
name of the writer, age and year in 
school must accompany the essay. The 
first prize will be ten dollars, and the 
second a set of books. Mrs. Towner is 
the Vice Regent for Iowa of the Mount 
Vernon Ladies Association, an organiz- 
ation of women who saved and re- 
stored Mount Vernon, the home and 
tomb of Washington, that it might not 
be lost to the people of the United 
States. 





Sand Tarts 

(Served at Library Staff Tea at Ames) 

One-half cup butter, 1 cup sugar, 1 egg, 
1% cups flour, 2 teaspoons baking powder, 
white 1 egg, blanched almonds, 1 table- 
spoon sugar, % teaspoon cinnamon. 

Cream the butter, add sugar gradually, 
and egg well beaten; then add flour mixed 
and sifted with baking powder. Chill, toss 
one-half mixture on a floured board, and 
roll one-eighth inch thick. Shape with a 
doughnut cutter. Brush over with white 
of egg, and sprinkle with sugar mixed 
with cinnamon. Split almonds and ar- 
range three halves on each at equal dis- 
tance. Place on a buttered sheet, and 
bake. 


























































William P. Payne. 
Pioneer Preacher, Teacher, Editor and 
Library Trustee. 


There is a vacancy in Iowa library 
circles which can never be filled. In 
the recent death of William Pierce 
Payne of Nevada, the librarians and 
library trustees of the state have lost 
one of the best friends of the cause 
dear to their hearts. During the forty- 
six years of his residence in Iowa, the 
library cause commanded his profound 
sympathy and active support. Long 
before there was a library in Nevada, 
there was clearly visualized by him a 
publie library, which should effectively 
minister to the intellectual and moral 
wants of his community. And, when 
early in the nineties, primarily through 
his enthusiastic efforts, a languishing 
local library was reorganized, his was 
the mind that gave direction to its new 
and increased activities. From that 
time to the day of his death, his was 
the chief inspiring and active force be- 
hind its every step in advance. 

But his missionary zeal could not be 
confined to his home town. What he 
had done, was doing, and hoped to do 
for Nevada, was an inspiring message 
to every small town and embryo city 
in the state. 

A pioneer member of the Iowa Li- 
brary Association, his presence was 
ever a source of general gratification 


and his eloquent pleas for the small li- 


brary were ever listened to with far 
more than ordinary interest. As they 
learned what had been done in a small 
community library, with an embarras- 
singly meager maintenance fund, trus- 
tees and librarians took new heart and 
hope; and, on their return to their re- 
spective home problems, they found the 
way to greater and better community 
service made clearer by the experiences 
he had narrated and the suggestions he 
had made. 

Nor were his interests confined to li- 
braries. He first went to Nevada as 
principal of the city public schools and 
later, he was organizer of the high 





> 





school in that city. 
he was profoundly interested in edu 
cation. 

Back of his later years of retirement 
were some thirty-five years of strenuong 
publie service as senior editor of the 
Nevada Representative, a local paper 
which was in fact as in name repre. 
sentative. During that long stretch of 
years, his paper was much quoted as 
an able exponent of all worthy causes. 

Back of his extended journalistic ex- 
perience was another career of publie 
seryice, that of preacher and teacher 
combined. Early accepting the liberal 
faith resting upon service, in 1858 he 
began his first pastorate in the Uni- 
versalist Church of Lynn, Mass. A 


year later he was married, and for 


years thereafter he alternately taught 
and preached, ably assisted in his edu- 
cational work by his accomplished and 
devoted wife. Iowa first knew Mr. 
and Mrs. Payne in 1874, when they 
together took charge of the Universalist 
Seminary in Mitchellville—long sinee 
converted into the State Industrial 
School for Girls. Two years later, Mr. 
Payne entered upon his duties as prin- 
cipal of the public schools of Nevada. 
From preaching and teaching to editing 
was with Mr. Payne a natural evolu- 
tion, for as a writer for the press he 
continued to preach—but to a larger 
audience — righteousness, temperance, 
right living and high thinking. 


Library News of the state | 














By the death of Miss Louise 
McCoy on October 12th, the Algona 
Library Board lost a faithful and ef 
ficient member. She was appointed im. 
1901 to fill the place on the library 
board made vacant by the death of her 
father who had been a member from 
the date of the organization of the lr 


brary. She was chairman of the Book. 


Committee, a regular attendant at the 
board meetings, and her interest ‘and 
judgment in regard to library matters 
were of value to the library and will 


From first to last 
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be greatly missed by the librarian, the 
library board and the public. Resolu- 
tions of respect were passed by the 
library board. 

Ames—State College—Miss Beatrice 
Miller of Des Moines has been ap- 
pointed librarian of the engineering 
library. 

Cedar Rapids—Masonic Library— 
Miss Caroline Laird, formerly librarian 
of Des Moines College, has become li- 
brarian of the Masonic Library, assum- 
ing her duties October Ist. 

Council Bluffs—Miss Ida Brigham, 
formerly an assistant in the State Li- 
brary at Ames, has been appointed 
head of the reference department of 
the Council Bluffs Library. 

Davenport—Miss Adria A. Hutchin- 
son, head of the extension department 
of the publie library for the past two 
years, resigned in November to be mar- 
ried to Mr. John Grimsley of Daven- 
port. 

Miss Grace Murphy of Indianola, a 
member of last year’s class of the lowa 
Summer Library School, and an assist- 
ant in the Indianola Library for a 
number of years, has been made head 
of the branch department. 

Decorah—Luther College—The dedi- 
eation of the new $100,000.00 building 
of the Koren Library took place on 
October 14th in connection with the 
celebration of the 60th anniversary of 
the founding of the college. The li- 
brary is named in honor of Rev. U. V. 
Koren, one of the pioneers of the state 
whose first parsonage, a tiny log cabin, 
stands near the library. 

Mr. Karl T. Jacobson has been se- 
lected to fill the vacancy caused by the 
death of Christian A. Naaseth, who had 
served the college as librarian since 
1887, 

Des Moines—Library Commission— 
Miss Elizabeth Clarke, for the past year 
librarian at Jacksonville, Illinois, has 
been appointed to the position of or- 
ganizer with the Library Commission. 
Miss Ruth Shearer is serving the com- 
Mission temporarily as an assistant. 


Des Moines—Library Club—The Oc- 
tober meeting of the Des Moines Li- 
brary Club took the form of a dinner 
with Miss Zona Gale and Miss Mary 
Emogene Hazeltine as speakers, thus 
making it possible for those not able 
to attend the State Meeting at Ames, 
to enjoy the best part of that program. 
Miss Gale told of various incidents in 
the putting on the stage of Miss Lulu 
Bett and read from that story. Miss 
Hazeltine spoke most entertainingly of 
recent and older books in which she has 
found pleasure and which she sug- 
gested might have a place on a li- 
brarian’s personal bookshelf.’’ 

Des Moines—Public Library—The 
Des Moines Public Library opened a 
third Branch Library on November 
10th. A store-room, 18x63 ft. at East 
Grand Avenue and Sixteenth Street 
has been leased for a period of five 
years by the library. There is 110 feet 
of shelving along the walls and the 
room accommodates three reading 
tables for adults, one large round table 
for the children and a long reading 
desk with bench for the little ones, be- 
sides the librarian’s desk. The walls 
are in a French grey and the windows 
have been fitted with curtains of heavy 
crash, having a bright colored border. 
A few well chosen pictures are on the 
walls and flowers and potted plants 
gave a festive air to the room on the 
opening day. 

The afternoon of November 10th was 
devoted to story hours for the children 
and the little folks filled the room three 
times to listen to stories told by Miss 
Linn Jones, Children’s Librarian, and 
Miss Olivia McCabe, Librarian of High- 
land Park Branch. 

In the evening there was a formal 
program for the older people. 

The new branch will be known as 
the Capitol Hill Branch of the Des 
Moines Public Library. 

Des Moines—Des Moines University 
—Miss Laura Tate, a graduate of the 
Iowa Summer School and an assistant 
in the Winterset Library for a number 
of years, has accepted a position as as- 
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sistant to Mrs. Page in the university 
library. 

Garnavillo—Through the will of 
Judge J. O. Crosby,. the town has re- 
ceived the gift of his fine library, num- 
bering about 700 volumes in addition 
to his law library. A small church 
building belonging to him was be- 
queathed to the town as a community 
house and library building. A library 
association has been formed with A. J. 
Kregel as President, and Charles Rogg- 
man as Secretary. Miss Bernice Schu- 
macher will act as Librarian. 


Keokuk—Mrs. Helen B. White has 
been selected as assistant by the li- 
brary board to fill the vacancy caused 
by the resignation of Miss Eleanor 
Moody to accept a position in the Dav- 
enport Library. 

Lorimor—aA library organization has 
recently been formed, a donation of 
books secured and a library opened. 

—Two years ago a Com- 
munity Welfare Association was 
formed by the women, looking toward 
the starting of a library. As a result 
a Library Association has now been 
inaugurated with representative men 
and women on the board and a library 
opened. 


Sioux City—A list of two hundred 
books for everyday use in the hospital 
has been compiled by Miss Rose O’Con- 
nor, Hospital Librarian, and published 
by the library. 


JOSEPHINE JOHNSON ORE 


To members of the Iowa Summer 
School, Class, 1913, and librarians at 
work in the state at that time and the 
years immediately following, the name 
of Josephine Johnson, a member of that 
class, and then librarian at Missouri 
Valley will be readily recalled because 
of her very excellent work in that li- 
brary. 

Just as opportunity came to her of a 
change to a larger library, she an- 
nounced her engagement to Mr. William 


L. Orr of Logan and was married in: 





January, 1916, going to California for - 


the winter. 


With the removal of the stimulus 
which her library work had brought 
her, health failed and the years since 
have been a brave but losing fight first 
for health and then for life, as tubereul- 
osis developed. For two years past she 
has been an inmate of a sanitorium at 
Pasadena, where she passed away on 
November 21st. 


BOOK AND PERIODICAL 
EXCHANGE 


Requests for copies of the U. S. Cata-. 


log, Cumulative Book Index, and Read- 


ers’ Guide offered in the last number of _ 


the Quarterly were in excess of the 
supply. If libraries having back num- 
bers of any of these publications, not 
in use, will send them to The Library 
Commission, they can be placed in li- 
braries where they will be of much 
service. 


Stewart Library, Grinnell, wishes to 
secure a copy of the Readers’ Guide, 
1900-1904. 


The Library Commission now has sev- 
eral copies of the U. 8S. Catalog, Janu- 
ary, 1918, to June, 1920, to give away. 


The Commissidn also has a set of the 
Midland Monthly almost complete to 
give to a library asking for it. 


To meet frequent calls from librar- 
ians and others interested in Iowa his- 
tory, the author of ‘‘Iowa: Its History 
and Its Foremost Citizens,’’ Mr. John- 
son Brigham, has bought from the pub- 
lishers a number of remainder copies of 
the profusely illustrated two-volume 
edition of his work at a price which 
barely enables him to offer the work at 


half the publisher’s price, namely “ 


A pamphlet questionnaire goes 


each set. Address him at the lowa State — 


Library, Des Moines, Iowa. 








